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Notes on the Routing of a Golf Course

By Mike Nuzzo

hat was your most memorable hike? Was it a journey? What did
you see? Was it unusual? A round of golf is a journey. A map of the
course or holes is called the routing plan. | like to describe the rout-
ing as the soul or bones of a golf course.The strategies, infrastruc-
ture, hole design and maintenance are all built on to this routing

skeleton. It is common for golf courses to have good individual holes, and the ch
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ability can be adjusted, too.

| prefer an easy start to allow the player to warm up, including a large first green as
a big target. The architect creates a rhythm and a tempo by continuing the pace and
changing the difficulty and scenery throughout the round.

Different types of routings are core routings with all the holes laid together,
expansive ones across a large site, figure eights, loops, out and back, housing and
resort centric. From above, a superior routing with many directional char
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the routing is a celebrated method and refers
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clusters of holes

Subtle hole differences can bring a new
different as to alter the feeling 0
similar-looking hole
wrong
ourses on
on, N.J., for its
ullen, Neb., for its
oles; The Old Course
eens and how the simple
acy when heading back into
or ideal use of triangulation and
between the ocean and the native

ell one plays, whether itis an 18-hole play-

ip or an informal round on a 9-hole municipal

es it more difficult to identify what makes a great

ing plays an essential role. Routing a golf course is akin

on, minus the map leading you to the finish line. At any one

steps, a wrong turn or improper decision can lead to a meager

Once the course is constructed, the routing is impossible to change

significant modifications or starting over. There are many individuals

can make very good golf holes, but very few who can unlock the natural
allenges the earth gradually reveals. NAC

Mike Nuzzo of Nuzzo Course Design is a golf course architect who couples artistic tal-

ent and innovation with technical expertise and comprehensive, hands-on experi-
ence to create unique and ideal golf courses with any set of constraints — but espe-
cially on beautiful land. Mike can be reached at mike@nuzzo.net.
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